
Innovative Teaching Fellowship Offered by the 

MUSC PA Program: In May 2008, the MUSC Physician   

Assistant (PA) Program became one of only three PA programs 

in the nation to offer a PA Academic Teaching Fellowship.  The 

fellowship was the idea of Paul Jacques, DHS, PA-C.  There has 

been rapid growth of the PA profession in recent years, as the 

number of PA programs grew from 55 in 1990 to 144 today.  

Recognizing that there is a growing shortage of experienced PA 

educators available to meet this new demand, Dr. Jacques     

envisioned a program designed to transition clinical PA’s with an interest in teaching from clinical practice to academia. 

Fellows are trained in educational skills such as course management, small group facilitation, evaluation and 

testing, student mentorship, student research project management, the creation and presentation of       

classroom lessons, and how to best apply educational technology.  The two year program is funded by a grant 

from the Health Resources and Services Administration, and places high importance upon activities such as 

developing communication channels between the MUSC PA Program and the six Historically Black Colleges 

and Universities in South Carolina.  Fellows also play an integral role in assisting first year PA students to    

deliver anti-tobacco classes to 5th graders in public schools throughout the Lowcountry. (Continued on p. 2) 
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Award Winner: Bre Garbas, MPA, graduate of the MUSC Physician Assistant Class of 2005, was recently 

presented with the Continence Care Champion Award from the National Association for Continence. The 

award was presented at the Association of Physicians Assistants in Obstetrics and Gynecology’s National 

Women’s Health Conference held in Atlanta, GA in March of 2008. The National Association for Consistence 

recognizes health professionals who raise awareness of the importance of addressing incontinence in      

clinical practice. The Continence Care Champion Award was established to acknowledge healthcare         

clinicians who elevate research and enhance clinical practice and education in the field of incontinence. We 

are so proud of our alumnus, Bre, and thank her for her great work and dedication to the profession.  

 *Photo from the Association of Physician Assistants in Obstetrics & Gynecology (APAOG) website  
Pictured above,  
Bre Garbas, MPA  
Class of 2005 

Pictured above: Paul F. Jacques, 
 founder of the MUSC  

PA Academic Teaching Fellowship 
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Strategy Kickoff:  

In January of 2009, after      

several strategic planning 

meetings, the Physician        

Assistant Division at the    

Medical University of South 

Carolina kicked off a longitudinal experience for seven           

physician assistant students at the Ralph A. Johnson Veterans                  

Administration (VA).  The VA will take approximately 15% of all 

PA students for the clinical year 2009-2010. The  students will 

spend 15 consecutive weeks at the VA engaging in clinical    

experiences that   include General Medicine, Family Medicine, 

Employee Health, Women’s Health, Surgery, Rheumatology, 

Urology and  Endocrinology.  This continuity provides an     

enriching experience for the students  and the wealth of        

student educators  dedicated to teaching is exceptional. 

In light of the growing number of student learners here on the 

MUSC campus, the Physician Assistant program is always   

looking for valuable clinical clerkship experiences in the 

Charleston area. With more than 3,000 federally employed PAs 

in the United States, the Physician Assistant profession has 

always had a strong relationship with the military. In our search 

for clinical clerkships, it made sense that we looked to our  

neighbor, the Ralph A. Johnson Veterans Administration, to 

see what they might be able to offer. 

The feedback from the students has been very positive and the 

preceptors at the VA are really enjoying the students in their     

clinics.  Thanks to Dr. Joe John at the VA for being the           

instrument for this positive change in PA training.   
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Innovative Teaching Fellowship: 

(Continued from page 1) Applicants to the 

fellowship program must be clinically        

practicing PA’s who hold a master’s degree 

and have a strong desire to teach.  Fellows 

continue to practice clinically one day per 

week.  Thus far, two fellows have entered 

this innovative program, Scott Young, PA-C 

and Jamie Woody, PA-C, both graduates of 

the MUSC PA program.  

Applications for the fellowship continue to 

be accepted. 
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Please  call us to contribute or   

inquire about  your fellow alumni, former  
professors, or the College.  Contact :   

Lauren Melton 843.792.9134  
        meltonl@musc.edu   

 

Office of Development 
151-A  Rutledge  Ave 
MSC 960     3rd Floor 

Charleston, SC 29425 
 

843.792.9134  |  866.690.2284 
http://www.musc.edu  

Upcoming Conference: On Friday October 16th, the MUSC College of 

Health Professions is scheduled to host its 2nd annual College-Wide Alumni    

Conference. The Physician Assistant division will play a role in this event and 

would like to encourage all alumni to mark their calendars as we would love to 

see you there! The event is scheduled in conjunction with the Health                  

Administration Alumni and Leadership Conference planned for October 15-16. 

Friday morning will begin with a mix of continuing education offerings and divi-

sion demonstrations/presentations as the Health Administration and Policy    

conference comes to a close at lunch time. All attendees will have an                 

opportunity to break for lunch and return in the early afternoon for another 

round of continuing education offerings. The day will conclude with division-

specific receptions followed by a college-wide dinner complete with an incredi-

bly inspirational keynote speaker, Chris Waddell. Check out his website for more 

information: www.one-revolution.com  Please contact Lauren Melton at           

meltonl@musc.edu with any questions and we hope to see you again this year! 
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