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October  30 –  31,  2009
Medical University of South Carolina

Charleston, South Carolina

Presented by the 

Medical University of South Carolina
Institute of Human Values in Health Care

and
 Office of Continuing Medical Education 

College of Medicine

Supported by the MUSC Foundation
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THE GRAYING OF AMERICA:  
CHALLENGES AND 
CONTROVERSIES

Sixteenth Annual

THOMAS A PITTS MEMORIAL  LECTURESHIP

IN MEDICAL ETHICS



SIXTEENTH ANNUAL THOMAS A PITTS LECTURESHIP IN MEDICAL ETHICS

THE GRAYING OF AMERICA:  
CHALLENGES AND CONTROVERSIES

Friday, October 30, 2009		
7:30 	 REGISTRATION AND CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST
8:15	 WELCOME 
	 John Raymond, MD, Vice President for Academic Affairs & Provost
8:20	 INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS
	 Robert Sade, MD, Director, Institute of Human Values in Health Care 

 Session I: Rationing Health Care				 
	 MODERATOR: George Khushf, PhD
8:30	 Must We Ration Health Care for the Elderly?—Daniel Callahan, PhD, Co-founder 

and President Emeritus, The Hastings Center, Garrison, New York
9:00	 Can Rationing Health Care Ever Be Rational?—William R Hazzard, MD, Professor 

of Gerontology and Geriatric Medicine, University of Washington School of 
Medicine

9:30	 Panel: Callahan and Hazzard
10:00	 Coffee Break 

 Session II: Racial, Ethnic, and Gender Health Care Disparities in the Elderly
	 MODERATOR: Lotta Granholm-Bentley, PhD
10:30	 Social Justice, Health Disparities and Care of the Elderly — Peggye Dilworth-

Anderson, Ph.D., Professor of Health Policy and Administration, School of Public 
Health, Director, Center for Aging and Diversity, University of North Carolina

11:00	 Pursuing Equality in Health Care for the Elderly is Futile—Thomas P Miller, 
JD, Resident Fellow, American Enterprise Institute, Washington, DC, Member, 
National Advisory Council for the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality, 
Department of Health & Human Services

11:30 	 Panel: Dilworth-Anderson and Miller
12:00	 Table-Talk Sessions, Individual Faculty Member Discussions, with Lunch

 Session III: Caring for Persons with Advanced Dementia
	 MODERATOR: Walter Limehouse, MD
1:30	 Testing the Medical Covenant in Caring for Persons with Advanced Dementia: 

View of a Medical Ethicist—William F May, PhD, Cary M Maguire Professor of 
Ethics, Emeritus, Southern Methodist University, Former Member, President’s 
Council on Bioethics

2:00	 Testing the Medical Covenant in Caring for Persons with Advanced Dementia: 
View of a Geriatrician—Muriel Gillick, MD, Professor of Ambulatory Care and 
Prevention, Harvard Medical School

2:30	 Panel: May and Gillick 
3:00	 Coffee Break

Session IV: Physician Assisted Suicide			 
	 MODERATOR: Carmela Epright, PhD
3:30	 Physicians Should Assist Suicide When it is Appropriate—Timothy E Quill, MD, 

Professor of Medicine, Director, Palliative Care Program, University of Rochester
4:00	 Physician Assisted Suicide Should Not Be Deemed a Constitutional Right Nor Be 

Legalized—Yale Kamisar, Clarence Darrow Distinguished University Professor of 
Law Emeritus, University of Michigan Law School

4:30	 Panel: Quill and Kamisar
5:00	 Adjourn for the day

	 Saturday, October 31, 2009		
8:30	 REGISTRATION AND CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST
Session VI:  Interactive Audience and Faculty Discussion
	 MODERATOR: Robert Sade, MD 
9:00	 Seminar on health care for the elderly: rationing, physician assisted suicide, 

caring for patients with dementia, health care disparities
	 Faculty:  Thomas Miller, Peggye Dilworth-Anderson, Muriel Gillick, William May, 

Yale Kamisar, Timothy Quill, William Hazzard, Daniel Callahan 
12:00 	 Adjourn

Registration Form

THE GRAYING OF AMERICA:  
CHALLENGES AND CONTROVERSIES

October 30 - 31, 2009

Name (including degrees): ______________________________________________

Title: _________________________________________________________________

Employer: ___________________________________________________________

Discipline: ___________________________________________________________

Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

City: _______________________________ State: _________  Zip _______________

E-mail:__________________________ Day Phone # _________________________

Payment:      

q  Check (enclosed) payable to Institute of Human Values in Health Care 

q  Purchase order# ____________________________________________________ 

q Credit card:    q VISA    q MC   q Am. Ex.

Card # ____________________________________________ Exp. Date: ____ / ____

Cardholder name: _____________________   Signature:  _____________________

Registration Fee (includes continental breakfast, coffee breaks, lunch, and 

CME/CEU certificate of attendance)

q  $445.00 (On or before October 2, 2009)

q  $495.00 (After October 2, 2009)

Registration MUSC, College of Charleston, Citadel, and Charleston School of 

Law, faculty, students and staff

q  No fee	

q  Lunch $20.00 (must be prepaid)

q  CME/CEU certificate of attendance $20.00 (must be prepaid)

How did you hear about the conference? 	       

q Brochure,   q Catalyst,   q Colleague,   q Broadcast message,	

q CME Office,   q Poster,   q Internet

q Ad in ______________________________________________________________      

q Other ______________________________________________________________

Fax to: (843) 792-8827
Mail to: Institute of Human Values in Health Care

96 Jonathan Lucas Street
Suite 420 CSB  MSC 613 

Charleston, SC 29425



Daniel Callahan, PhD,  Senior Lecturer, Harvard Medical School; Senior Fellow, Yale 
University; President Emeritus, Hastings Center.  Dr. Callahan was a cofounder of 
The Hastings Center, served as its President from 1969-1996, and currently serves 
as Director of the International Program. In addition to his work at the Center, he 
is an elected member of the Institute of Medicine, National Academy of Science. 
He is the author or editor of 40 books, and has contributed articles to Daedalus, 

Harpers, The Atlantic, the New England Journal of Medicine, the Journal of the American Medical 
Association, and The New Republic, among others.

Peggye Dilworth-Anderson, PhD  Professor Of Health Policy and Administration, 
School of Public Health, University of North Carolina.  Dr. Dilworth-Anderson 
is Associate Director for Aging and Diversity and Director, Center for Aging and 
Diversity at the University of North Carolina. Her research and publications have 
included both theoretically and empirically-based topics on ethnic minority 
families, with emphasis on older African Americans. She currently serves as 

President of the Gerontological Society of America.

Muriel Gillick, MD, Clinical Professor of Ambulatory Care and Prevention, Harvard 
Medical School.  Dr. Gillick’s scholarly interests are in health care policy and 
ethical issues near the end of life. In addition to publishing articles in the medical 
literature, she has written four books for a general audience discussing ethical, 
medical, and other issues arising in old age. Her most recent book is The Denial 
of Aging: Perpetual Youth, Eternal Life, and Other Dangerous Fantasies. She was 

previously Physician-in-Chief at the Hebrew Rehabilitation Center for Aged, and Director of 
the Harvard Geriatrics Fellowship Program.

William R Hazzard MD,  Professor of Medicine in the Division of Gerontology 
and Geriatric Medicine at the University of Washington, and Chief of Gerontology 
and Line Manager of Geriatrics and Extended Care Service of the VA Puget Sound 
Health Care.  Dr. Hazzard has written extensively on topics in geriatrics and the 
physiology of aging, and his textbook, Hazzard’s Principles of Geriatric Medicine 
and Gerontology, is often cited as the geriatrics book nonpareil—its sixth edition 

has just been published (March 2009).

Yale Kamisar, JD,  Clarence Darrow Distinguished University Professor of Law 
Emeritus and Professor Emeritus of Law, University of Michigan Law School.  
Professor Kamisar is a nationally recognized authority on constitutional law and 
criminal procedure. He has written extensively on criminal law, the administration 
of criminal justice, and the “politics of crime.” Besides his publication of many 
books and casebooks, he has written numerous articles on interrogation and 

confessions; right to counsel; search and seizure; and euthanasia and assisted suicide, and is 
widely quoted on these subjects.

William F May, PhD,  Cary M Maguire Professor of Ethics Emeritus, Southern 
Methodist University; Fellow of the Institute for Practical Ethics and Public Life, 
University of Virginia.  Dr. May is a distinguished and widely respected medical 
ethicist, was a founding fellow of The Hastings Center for Bioethics and served 
both on President Bush’s President’s Commission on Bioethics and on President 
Clinton’s Task Force on Health Care Reform.  He is currently a Fellow of the Institute 

of Practical Ethics and Public Life at the University of Virginia.

Thomas P Miller, JD,  Resident Fellow, American Enterprise Institute for Public 
Policy Research; Member, National Advisory Council for the Agency for Healthcare 
Research and Quality, Department of Health & Human Services.  Mr. Miller studies 
health care policy and regulation, and has served as an economist for the Joint 
Economic Committee of the U.S. Congress and Senior Health Economist of the 
Joint Economic Committee of the U.S. Senate.  While serving with Congress, he 

worked on issues such as Medicare prescription drug benefits, medical savings accounts, social 
security reform legislation, and reforms in private health care markets.

Timothy E Quill, MD,  Professor of Medicine, Psychiatry, and Medical Humanities, 
University of Rochester School of Medicine and Dentistry; Director, Palliative Care 
Program, Strong Health.  Dr. Quill is highly regarded nationally for his ongoing 
study of palliative care and end-of-life issues. He has published and lectured 
extensively on end-of-life decision making, and has written articles for scholarly 
journals such as the New England Journal of Medicine and Annals of Internal 

Medicine, as well as The Wall Street Journal and The New York Times.

3 Easy Ways To Register 

Online: Register online: http://www.values.musc.edu

Fax: Print a copy of the online registration form and fax the 
completed form to the Institute of Human Values in Health 
Care: (843) 792-8827

Mail: Mail your completed registration form:

Institute of Human Values in Health Care
Attention:  BJ Hawley
Medical University of South Carolina
96 Jonathan Lucas St
Suite 420 CSB    MSC 613
Charleston, SC   29425

Cancellation Policy
If cancellation is received in writing no later than October 2, 2009, a refund will 
be made, less a $50.00 processing fee.  No refunds will be granted after October 
2, 2009.  Substitute attendees, however, are welcome and encouraged. 

For More Information
Any questions about this conference or the Institute of Human Values in Health 
Care should be directed to BJ Hawley (hawleyb@musc.edu; 843-792-0775) or 
Robert Sade, MD (sader@musc.edu).

*

:

FACULTYAccommodations
The following hotels are offering special rates to those attending the Thomas 
A Pitts Lectureship.  We suggest that you reserve your accommodations 
immediately because hotel space is at a premium during the fall. 

Comfort Inn 
Charleston Riverview
144 Bee St
Charleston, SC  29401
Phone:  843 577-2224  
Conference # is:  85595253
$93 per night       
Distance:  .64 miles

Francis Marion Hotel
387 King Street
Charleston, SC 29403
(843) 722-0600 or 
1(877) 756-2121 Toll Free 
843-853-2186 Fax 
$169 per night	        
Distance:  .87 miles

Holiday Inn
Historic District
125 Calhoun St
Charleston, SC  29401
Phone: 843 805-7900
$159 per night    
Distance:  1.05 miles

Planning Committee
Jennifer Baker, PhD  Philosophy & Religious Studies, College of Charleston;  
Carmela Epright, PhD  Philosophy, Furman University;   Walter Jones, MHSA, 
PhD   MUSC College of Health Professions;   George Khushf, PhD  Center for 
Bioethics, University of South Carolina; Jerome Kurent, MD  MUSC College of 
Medicine;  Walter Limehouse, MD  MUSC College of Medicine;  Kristy Maher, 
PhD  Furman University;  Susan Reed, DMD  MUSC College of Dental Medicine;  
Robert Sade, MD (Chair)  MUSC College of Medicine;  Sheila Smith, RN, PhD  
MUSC College of Nursing;  Odessa Ussery, MEd  MUSC, Office of Continuing 
Medical Education;  Sally Webb, MD  MUSC, College of Medicine



Continuing Education Credit

The Office of Continuing Medical Education (CME) charges $20.00 for 
a certificate of attendance.  

Physicians: The Medical University of South Carolina designates this 
educational activity for a maximum of 10.25 CME Category 1 Credit(s). 
Physicians should claim only credit commensurate with the extent of 
their participation in the activity.

Other Health Professionals:   The Medical University of South Carolina 
College of Medicine awards 1.025 CEU per contact hour to each non-
physician participant who successfully completes this educational 
activity.  The CEU (Continuing Education Unit) is a nationally recognized 
unit of measure for continuing education and training activities that meet 
specific educational planning requirements.  The Medical University of 
South Carolina maintains a permanent record of participants who have 
been awarded CEUs.  This activity is designated for up to 1.025 CEUs 
(10.25 contact hours).

Accreditation Statement

The Medical University of South Carolina is accredited by the 
Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) to 
provide continuing medical education for physicians. 

Objectives:
At the conclusion of this program participants will be able to:

	• 	Discuss the arguments for and against rationing of health care in the 
elderly and for and against physician assisted suicide

	• 	Identify variations in the clinical care of demented elderly patients

	• 	Take steps to avoid or mitigate health care disparities in the elderly in their 
own practices and institutions

Disclosure Statement

In accordance with the ACCME Essentials and Standards, anyone 
involved in planning or presenting this educational activity will be 
required to disclose any relevant financial relationships with commercial 
interests in the healthcare industry.   This information will be made 
available to participants at the beginning of the activity.  Speakers who 
incorporate information about off-label or investigational use of drugs 
or devices will be asked to disclose that information at the beginning 
of their presentation.

Americans with Disabilities Act

It is the policy of The Medical University of South Carolina not to 
discriminate against any person on the basis of disabilities.  If you feel 
you need services or the auxiliary aids mentioned in this act in order to 
fully participate in this continuing medical education activity, please 
call the Institute of Human Values in Health Care at (843) 792-0775 by 
October 2, 2009, or attach a note to your registration.

Meeting Location

The city of Charleston is steeped in history, tradition, and timeless charm.  
It is a city of romance and refinement, 300 years in the making.  Enjoy the 
splendor of gardens framing the Battery, the charm of the cobblestone 
streets and alleys, and the grandeur of the historic churches. 

Program Venue

All sessions take place at:
MUSC College of Health Professions
151 Rutledge Avenue, Complex A
Charleston, SC  29425

Thomas Antley Pitts, II, MD 
(1893-1991) served as a member of 
the Board of Trustees of the Medical 
University of South Carolina for thirty-
six years and served as its chairman 
for twenty-five of those years. He left 
a substantial bequest to the Medical 
University to endow “a series of lectures 
on medical ethics”.  The series has 
become known as the Pitts Memorial 
Lectureship, and has been held annually 
since 1993.

Attendees may park in the 
Ashley Rutledge Parking 
G a r a g e  i m m e d i a t e l y 
behind the College of 
Health  Profess ions  - 
Complex A (see map).  
Entrance to the garage is 
on Ashley Avenue (one 
way, headed north), 1/2 
block above Calhoun St, 
on the right.


